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TO: THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT - JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
SENATOR ERIC COLEMAN, REPREPRESENTATIVE GERALD FOX AND MEMBERS OF THE

JUDICAIRY COMMITTEE

FROM: PETER T. SZYMONIK

BERLIN, CT

DATE: 03 APRIL 2013

RE: TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF BILL 6685

Good afternoon, my name is Peter Szymonik and I live in Berlin, CT. I
have spent most of my career working in or for the legal industry. I worked
for six years at the same law firm that produced Sen. Blumenthal, Justice
Bright, Supreme Court Justice McLachlan, and Chief State Justice Rogers.

I am an expert in legal operations; business process improvement and
legal spend management. I currently work as an executive at a major
healthcare company. I am Polish immigrant whose family came to this country,
worked very hard, and placed family and education first. I am a father of
two wonderful young boys, one with special needs.

R A
I am here today in support of Bill<6f85, 6688 hnd(115

my family have suffered tremendously from the inherent dysfunction in ouxr

gj\because I and

state’s family court system. Like many others, I have been financially and
otherwise devastated, solely to protect the best interests of my sons, and my
ability to be an equal parent and father for them.

I am speaking here on behalf of many family law attorneys I have come
to know who are also struggling and quitting the practice of family law,

given their dismay of what our state’s family courts have become and the
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devastation they have seen it cause to countless parents, children and
families.

I am here today because I know the answer to Sen. Doyle’s question of
why there has been an explosion of Pro Se litigants in our family courts and
why the waits for hearing times have approached four to five months.

The crisis in our state family court mirrors what is also happening in
New York, New Jersey, Maine, and Ohio - other states where family court
systems have been allowed to operate with impunity, in an ineffective manner,
and without any system of checks and balances.

Most notably - how the court system engages, yet does not monitor or
oversee the actions or performance of AMCs, GALs, and other court appointed
“experts” and as judges routinely outsource their judicial authority to them.

Independent contractors who are allowed to bill parents extraordinary
sums of money for services they do not perform, or perform poorly, or with
bias to whichever party pays them more, and as basic human, civil and
parental rights are trampled -~ as well as internationally recognized rights
of a child.

As one example of the dysfunction -~ do any of you believe that forcing
a parent to liquidate a child’s college funds under the threat of
imprisonment, funds which took years to amass, and funneling the money to an
unethical AMC or GAL, represents an action in the best interests of a child?

This happened to me, my family and my sons. This happens in our family
court system, each and every day. Judges also require that AMCs and GALs be
paid even ahead of child support. Does this make sense given that most AMCs
and GALS spent almost no time with the children they allege to represent?

Imagine the impact this has on the faith parents, citizens and
taxpayers h;ve in our state judiciary - to do the right thing and to act in a

proper, moral and ethical manner. Imagine if all of the money you had worked
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hard to save for your children was taken from you in an instant in this
manner.

Yet, not every state has this issue or problem - with the notable
difference that their AMCs and GALS are monitored and do not report to the
judiciary.

With the notable exception that in those states the court’s discretion
has been moderated and shared parenting is a standard and a norm - rather
than something which divorced parents are forced to fight for to the point of
being permanently financially devastated, which is the norm in the State of
Connecticut.

Our state can and must be far better in the actual best interests of
our children, parents, grandparents and families. Our state can and must be
far better for our citizens and taxpayers.

Bill 6685, moves our state one step in the right direction - and
mirrors what is already law in Arizona, and is now being considered in at
least six other states.

What is missing in Bill 6685, as a further clause which would further
reinforce its intent, by mandated sanctions against parents who knowingly
make false representations to the court as part of any parenting related
motion.

Bill 6685 must be passed, because it represents the start of
modernizing our state’s approach to family law, in a manner that is in the
actual best interests of children and families, but it is just a start.

Thank you.
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